ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

could be nullified and how people who had been
fighting to be free from the United States could
be made a part once more of the Union, It was
a most difficult task. Reconstruction after any
war is difficult, but after a civil war it is most
difficult of all. In a war between separate coun-
tries what is needed at the end of the war is that
the combatants should each recover their strength
and health, but there is no question of uniting
them together in a single state under one govern-
ment. But in a civil war, in a war of secession,
when union wins, the combatants have to be
made once more into a united state.

Abraham Lincoln, from the beginning of his
term as President, saw the problem of recon-
struction ahead, the problem of remaking the
Union. His life ended before the true period ol
reconstruction had really begun. But before the
war was over he had already made known his
own principles of reconstruction and he had
already put them into practice in a few states
where the Union had prevailed.

In the early stages of the war movements had
occurred in two states, Missouri and Virginia,
which made reconstruction possible without any
intervention of the Union government. In
Missouri a state convention, called in 1861, had
refused to ratify the ordinance of secession which
the legislature had passed. It organised a pro-
visional state government, and it provided foi
the election of Representatives and Senators to